
 
TB and badger vaccination.    Defra will shortly announce its plans for badger vaccination  In the 
present political climate there is absolutely no hope of a badger cull in England although I have 
been invited to a discussion on this subject in Wales so will report next month.  The diagram 
opposite shows how Tb is spread between cattle, between badgers and between badgers and cattle. 
 

 
 
   
 
 
True biosecurity can prevent the 
introduction of TB in cattle and reduce the 
spread from badgers by preventing their 
access to food stores but it is very difficult 
in grazing cattle.  Thus the only possible 
success is through vaccination of badgers.  
This is due to start next spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Eccleshall area has been chosen as 
one of six areas in the country where 
this will be available free  and Defra will 
monitor the affect.  Defra is looking for 
100 farms in each area to carry out these 
trials and I would encourage anyone is 
this area to volunteer to join.   If you are 
outside the area you can vaccinate but 
you will have to pay a trained 
trapper/vaccinator to do this for you as it 
is illegal for anyone else to trap badgers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The rough timetable:- 
 
September   We will organise a meeting for any clients to discuss this with the Defra staff and I 
would encourage everyone to attend. 
 
 
October  Defra will sign up farmers who wish to go ahead but because of funding (Mr Brown does 
not have a lot of spare cash at present) only 20% of the volunteer farms in our region will be 
vaccinated the first year. 
 
Winter 2009/2010   A survey will be carried out on the volunteer farms to map out the badger setts 
and also the badger runs that come in from neighbouring farms 
 
Summer 2010  Trapping and vaccinating. 
 
 
The trapping and vaccinating will  carry on for a further five years and then be reviewed.  
Vaccination will not treat the disease but the theory is that by vaccinating the badgers no more will 
become infected and as the average life of a badger is 5 years, hopefully by the end of the trial there 
will only be healthy badgers on the farm. 
 
 
A warning.  We have already seen a major outbreak of lungworm (husk) in a dairy herd.  We do not 
normally expect to see lungworm before August but the very mild spring has allowed the 
overwintered larvae to hatch much earlier than usual.  Do not ignore coughing cows.  If in any 
doubt bring us a dung sample taken direct from the cow: samples taken from the pasture often 
contain free living nematode larvae. 
 
Finally we will again be at the Newport Show opposite the cattle judging rings so 
please join us for a drink.  This year the show should be even more spectacular than 
usual as it is their 100th show. 
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